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“Exploring Japanese Culture through Kendo Equipment”
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Kendo is a physical and
cultural activity that has
originated in Japan and passed
to the world.

Kendo has developed into its
current  form largely through
the widespread adoption of
shinai and “bogu,” or armor in
the 18th century. During the
Shotoku Period (1711-1716),
due to the efforts of Naganuma
Shirozaemon Kunisato and
others, “shinai uchikomi
kenjutsu” (shinai striking
techniques”) were born.
Yoshimitsu Takeyasu, president
of the International Kendo
Federation, praised this event
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as "a monumental innovation
that has shaped modern
Kendo.” This also underscores
the importance of Kendo
equipment in understanding
modern Kendo.

To produce Kendo equipment,
an advanced craftsmanship
inherited from armor-making is
needed: sewing, dewing,
lacquering, tanning leather,
working with bamboo; all of
these are the manifestations of
Japanese culture searching for
the highest beauty and
functionality. It is important that
everyone practicing Kendo
understands their equipment
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properly, as a product of the
knowledge of Japanese people
acquired through their long
history.

On this occasion, the opening
of 16th World Kendo
Championship, | would like to
propose this project to all
Kendo practitioners of the
world, to appreciate and
further understand the origins
and true nature of their Kendo
equipment.
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Indigo dyeing
This process is applied to dye both cotton and leather. Dyed cotton becomes stronger and more resilient to wear and
tear, and the dye makes leather mothproof and gives it an antibacterial effect.
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Deer fur

This material is used inside of kofe. Deer fur is a soft material with good ventilation. Each strand of hair is hollow
which makes it light, and it is an ideal material for use as stuffing inside kote. It molds to the shape of the user’s hand
through kendo practice, and becomes even more comfortable to use.
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Deerskin

There are three kinds: white, brown and blue, each with the two versions of koto and chiito. Koto is from wild deer,
more delicate in texture, and considered to be of higher value than the hide of domesticated deer. It is used for the men,
kote, tare, and on the breast part of the do. Deerskin has many tiny holes making ventilation very good. Moreover, it
dries quickly, becomes more flexible when tanned, and stronger when it is cured with smoke.
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Rawhide
This material is used for the edges of the men, the chin-plate and the breastplate. It becomes flexible when it
is moist and harder when it is dry, making it an ideal material for kendo equipment.
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Kurozan leather

This is the black version of the tanned leather called Santome leather. It can be either handmade or machine-
pressed. It is used on the breastplate on the dd, and the parts of the men covering both sides of the lower jaw
area such as the mimikawa. Made of processed cowhide, it is both solid and flexible at the same time. It also
has a beautiful sheen.

BINge - FERA - i (REUERE)

Produced by Eiichi Tetsukawa
Hirohisa Inoue, Kazuki Saito (Tokyo Shobudo)
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